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Week Ending Friday, February 5, 1988 


Radio Address to the Nation on Aid to 
the Nicaraguan Democractic Resistance 


January 30, 1988 


My fellow Americans: 

One of the great stories of this decade, a 
story that goes too often unremarked, in- 
volves the movement toward democracy in 
this, our own Western Hemisphere. Less 
than 50 percent of the people of Latin 
America lived in democracies when our ad- 
ministration took office. Today that per- 
centage is more than 90. In the words of 
President Sarney of Brazil: “Latin America’s 
extraordinary effort to create a democratic 
order is the most stunning and moving po- 
litical fact of recent years.” 

Yet in the face of this broad and sweep- 
ing movement toward human freedom, one 
country has gone in the opposite direction, 
away from freedom and toward oppression. 
That country is Nicaragua. 

Since the Communist Sandinista regime 
of Nicaragua took power in 1979, its politi- 
cal opposition has been subjected to con- 
stant harassment. Freedom of the press was 
replaced by state censorship. Communist 
control of the economy has produced hy- 
perinflation and a standard of living that is 
now nothing short of desperate. Perhaps 
the most telling fact of all is this: Some 
250,000 Nicaraguans, over 10 percent of 
the entire population, have fled the coun- 
try. 

It would be one thing if Nicaragua, bad as 
it is, were self-contained. Yet the actual case 
is much worse. For the Communist regime 
has placed Nicaragua within the Soviet 
orbit, embarked upon a massive military 
buildup, and already begun to send arms 
and guerrillas into neighboring countries. 
First, El Salvador, then, Guatemala, Hondu- 
ras, Costa Rica—the Communist Sandinistas 
have sought to extend violence throughout 
all of Central America. 

It could be only a matter of time before 
serious unrest and _ instability reached 
Mexico. Were that to happen, the decade of 


the nineties could open with hundreds of 
thousands of refugees streaming toward our 
own southern borders. 

Yet people in Central America have 
themselves moved to prevent this threat 
from becoming a reality. First among these 
are the Nicaraguan freedom fighters. These 
brave men and women have given up ordi- 
nary life to endure the hardship of living in 
the countryside, virtually always on the 
move, to fight for freedom in their own 
country. There was a time when the free- 
dom fighters, with few supplies, little medi- 
cal support, and dwindling ammunition, 
were forced to retreat. But in recent 
months, in large measure because we in the 
United States have stood with them, the 
freedom fighters have begun to win major 
victories, placing intense pressure upon the 
Communist Sandinista regime to reform. 

Outside Communist Nicaragua, the demo- 
cratic leaders of neighboring Central Amer- 
ican countries have worked together to de- 
velop a peace plan for the region. Among 
its provisions, the peace plan calls for all the 
countries of Central America, including 
Nicaragua, to respect civil liberties, includ- 
ing freedom of the press and freedom to 
hold elections. 

The Communist regime in Nicaragua— 
which, as I’ve said, is under intense pres- 
sure from the freedom fighters—has agreed 
to participate in the regional peace process. 
So far, the measures the Communists have 
taken have been extremely limited—the re- 
lease of a small number of political prison- 
ers, for example, and the lifting of censor- 
ship in a very few cases. Yet there is hope 
that, with the freedom fighters keeping up 
the pressure, the Communists will observe 
still further provisions of the peace plan, 
permitting Nicaragua at least to inch 
toward the conditions of genuine democra- 
cy. 
The United States has made every effort 
to promote a negotiated solution. Since 
1981 we have met with the Sandinistas our- 
selves—bilaterally, multilaterally, and in 
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other diplomatic settings. Four special 
United States envoys have traveled to the 
region on at least 40 occasions. Yet it re- 
mains vital for us to help the freedom fight- 
ers keep the Communist Sandinistas under 
pressure. 

Next week Congress will vote on my re- 
quest for additional aid for the Nicaraguan 
resistance. Ninety percent of the $36 mil- 
lion package is for nonlethal support, such 
as food, clothing, medicine, and the means 
to deliver those items. Only $3.6 million is 
for ammunition, and its delivery would be 
suspended for at least a month to deter- 
mine whether progress is being made 
toward a cease-fire. I’m hopeful that will 
occur, and the ammunition will not be re- 
quired. 

However, if the Sandinistas fail to move 
forward on the path of peace and democra- 
cy, then I will certify to Congress that these 
supplies must be released. I will make that 
decision only after the most careful and 
thorough consultation with Congress and 
the four Central American democratic 
Presidents. Those brave freedom fighters 
cannot be left unarmed against Communist 
tyranny. 

Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 


Statement on the Upcoming Session of 
the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights 


January 30, 1988 


This 44th session of the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights takes place 
at a critical time, when conditions for free- 
dom have seldom been more favorable. The 
spread of democracy and free elections in 
Latin America and Asia and the desire for 
free markets and human rights hold out a 
beacon for oppressed peoples throughout 
the world. A witness to mankind’s desire for 
liberty and to the strength of soul possessed 
by prisoners of conscience is our chief of 
delegation, Armando Valladares, who suf- 
fered for more than two decades in Cuban 
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prisons as a political prisoner. His character 
and sense of purpose will serve us well in 
our diplomacy in the Commission. 

Many issues face this session. The United 
Nations has repeatedly affirmed the right of 
self-determination for the Afghan and Cam- 
bodian peoples and deplored overwhelming 
human rights violations committed by their 
respective Soviet and Vietnamese invaders. 
The U.N. also has concerned itself with the 
serious human rights situation in Iran, 
whose government continues to suppress 
fundamental freedoms and persecute mem- 
bers of the minority Baha’i faith. The Com- 
mission has furthermore concerned itself 
with the human rights problems of Chile. 
We intend to work closely with cooperative 
delegations to reach constructive and help- 
ful resolutions on such issues as the practice 
of apartheid by the South African Govern- 
ment. 

Yet much remains to be done. One of the 
principal human rights violators in the 
Western Hemisphere, Cuba, has escaped at- 
tention for many years, but no more. The 
United States sponsored a resolution last 
year asking that violations in Cuba be 
placed on the UNHRC agenda, and we will 
do so again this year. Religious intolerance, 
particularly in the Soviet Union, continues 
to deprive millions of the freedom to wor- 
ship as they choose. The freedom to emi- 
grate, proclaimed by the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights, continues to be 
denied to large numbers of people, includ- 
ing Soviet Jews, by Communist regimes. In 
spite of our best efforts, the practice of tor- 
ture by other governments continues. The 
abuse of psychiatry to repress political dissi- 
dents in the U.S.S.R. is especially repug- 
nant. We will look for deeds, not words, to 
satisfy world opinion that the U.S.S.R. has 
ended this practice. 

We must not forget other victims of long- 
standing human rights abuses, among them 
are the Baltic nations of Estonia, Latvia, 
and Lithuania; the Turkish minority in Bul- 
garia; the Paraguayans; and the peoples of 
Ethiopia, North Korea, Vietnam, and Nica- 
ragua, where governmental repression is a 
way of life. 

As the trend toward democracy through- 
out the world continues to gain momentum, 
we welcome the efforts of the United Na- 
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tions to accelerate that trend. We pledge 
our full participation in the struggle for re- 
spect for all human rights. 


Message on the Observance of National 
Afro-American (Black) History Month, 
February 1988 


February 1, 1988 


February traditionally has been our Na- 
tional Black History Month. In our celebra- 
tion of this period, all Americans should re- 
flect on the theme, “The Constitutional 
Status of Afro-Americans into the Twenty- 
first Century.” 

Black Americans’ mighty contributions to 
the greatness of this land we call America 
have been tinged with poignant irony. 
Though they endured the chains of slavery 
and segregation, Afro-Americans have 
fought and died to keep our Nation’s flame 
of liberty burning brightly. Theirs is a 
chronicle that can best be described as a 
litany of hope and faith in our Constitu- 
tion’s principles and in the ultimate fulfill- 
ment of its promise of equality under God 
for all. 

Our Founding Fathers were the archi- 
tects of the greatest political document ever 
written. In its preamble, they recorded 
their dream of securing “the Blessings of 
Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity. . . .” 
The dream of liberty for black Americans 
found many courageous champions before 
and during the bloody years of the Civil 
War, in the Jim Crow era, and in the 
modern civil rights movement. They saw 
that the bell of liberty rings hollow unless 
applied equally to Americans of every race, 
creed, and color. 

The issues of freedom and equality are at 
the very core of National Afro-American 
(Black) History Month. This month offers all 
Americans the chance to learn more about 
a vital part of our history. But as we learn, 
we must remember that the battle against 
the disease known as prejudice cannot be 
waged and won in one era and forgotten in 
another. Every generation must renew the 
fight against injustice. 


Ronald Reagan 


Appointment of Nancy P. Dorn as 
Special Assistant to the President for 
Legislative Affairs 


February 1, 1988 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Nancy P. Dorn as Special As- 
sistant to the President for Legislative Af- 
fairs at the White House. She will succeed 
Lynn Withey. 

Ms. Dorn has served as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs 
since 1986. Prior to her service at the De- 
partment of State, she was chief of staff and 
floor assistant to former Congressman Tom 
Loeffler of Texas. She served previously as 
associate staff to the Committee on Appro- 
priations of the House of Representatives. 


Ms. Dorn is a graduate of Baylor Universi- 
ty (B.A., 1981). She was born in Lubbock, 
TX, on September 18, 1958, and currently 
resides in Arlington, VA. 


Appointment of John C. Stone as 
Special Assistant to the President for 
Legislative Affairs 


February 1, 1988 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of John C. Stone as Special As- 
sistant to the President for Legislative Af- 
fairs at the White House. He will succeed 
Richard Prendergast. 


Mr. Stone comes to the White House 
from the Washington consulting firm of Jay 
Stone and Associates, Inc., where he served 
as president since its inception in 1982. 
From 1975 to 1982, he was the chief of staff 
to Congressman W. Henson Moore (R-LA). 


Mr. Stone graduated from Tulane Univer- 
sity (B.A., 1964). He served until 1968 as a 
lieutenant in the United States Navy as an 
air intelligence officer and participated in 
two Vietnam combat cruises aboard the 
U.S.S. Coral Sea. He was born December 
31, 1942, in Springhill, LA. He is married, 
has two children, and resides in McLean, 
VA. 
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Appointment of Harvey Ruvin as a 
Member of the Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations 


February 1, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Harvey Ruvin to be a 
member of the Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations for a term of 2 
years. He would succeed Gilbert M. Barrett. 

Since 1972 Mr. Ruvin has been commis- 
sioner of Dade County in Miami, FL, and is 
currently president of the National Associa- 
tion of Counties. Prior to this he was mayor 
of North Bay Village, FL, 1968-1972. 

Mr. Ruvin graduated from the University 
of Florida in 1959 and the University of 
Miami (J.D., 1962). He was born June 6, 
1937, in New York, NY. He is married, has 
one child, and resides in Miami, FL. 


Nomination of Thomas J. Simon To Be 
a — of the Railroad Retirement 


February 1, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Thomas J. Simon to be a 
member of the Railroad Retirement Board 
for the term of 5 years from August 29, 
1987. He would succeed Robert A. Gielow. 
He will be the member at large and as such 
will serve as Chairman. 

Since 1985 Mr. Simon has been Associate 
Director for Administration for the Office 
of Personnel Management in Washington, 
DC. Prior to this he was Director of the 
Office of Program Initiatives for the Gener- 
al Services Administration, 1982-1985. He 
was expert consultant for the Social Security 
Administration in Washington, DC, 1981- 
1982; associate with David M. Griffith and 
Associates in Northbrook, IL, 1980-1981; 
principal with Warren King and Associates 
in Chicago, IL, 1973-1980; and corporate 
cash manager with Reserve Insurance Co., 
1970-1973. 

Mr. Simon graduated from St. Louis Uni- 
versity (B.S., 1966) and the University of 
Chicago (M.B.A., 1968). He was born July 
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13, 1944, in Chicago, IL. He is married, has 
three children, and resides in Alexandria, 
VA. 


Remarks at the Annual Convention of 
the National Religious Broadcasters 


February 1, 1988 


Thank you all very much, and thank you 
for recognizing the greatest blessing that 
God has bestowed on me. Thank you, Dr. 
Robert Cook, Dr. Ben Armstrong, Dr. 
Thomas Zimmerman, Dr. Sam Hart. And by 
the way, Dr. Hart, I wish I could have de- 
livered my greetings in person at the Grand 
Old Gospel Fellowship Celebration at the 
Constitution’s bicentennial. I understand it 
was a great event. 

It was in 1921 that the healing words of 
the Gospel first flew like angels over Ameri- 
ca’s airwaves. Since then, religious broad- 
casting has been a pillar of radio and televi- 
sion in our nation. This programming has 
helped God’s message of salvation enter 
into millions of lives not just in the United 
States but in virtually every country of the 
globe. 

Of course, it hasn’t always been easy. In 
the past year your critics—and I can’t help 
noticing how often they’re my critics, too— 
[laughter|—your critics have delighted in 
taking the actions of an isolated few and 
portraying all broadcast preachers in that 
light. It won’t work. 

Long before the revelations about one 
ministry, you were busy assembling a board 
of ethics and a code of conduct for your 
entire field. And you have shown that in- 
tegrity is a cornerstone of your ministries 
and are preparing so that in the year 2033 
your successors, and maybe many of you, 
will meet to mark another 45 years of serv- 
ice with accountability to God and man. 
And Ill tell you what. You make that cele- 
bration, and I'll try to make it, too. [Laugh- 
ter] I’ve already lived some 23 years beyond 
my life expectancy when I was born—that’s 
a source of annoyance to a great many 
people in this town. [Laughter] 

Today America is in the midst of a spirit- 
ual revival. From the growth of your radio 
and television stations to the polls of 
George Gallup, we see the signs of Ameri- 
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cans returning to God. On our campuses 
the political activism of the sixties has been 
replaced with the religious commitment of 
the eighties. Organizations like Campus 
Crusade for Christ, the Fellowship of Chris- 
tian Athletes, and Youth for Christ have 
grown in popularity. And why not. Your 
message is rooted in one sure guide for life, 
the guide for our Founding Fathers and 
every generation of Americans as much as 
for ourselves, the infallible wellspring of our 
national goodness: the Bible, the inspired 
word of God. 

How ironic that even as America returns 
to its spiritual roots, our courts lag behind. 
They talk of our constitutional guarantee of 
religious liberty as if it meant freedom from 
religion, freedom from—actually a prohibi- 
tion on—all values rooted in religion. Well, 
yes, the Constitution does say that “Con- 
gress shall make no law respecting an estab- 
lishment of religion.” But then it adds: “or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” 

The first amendment protects the rights 
of Americans to freely exercise their reli- 
gious beliefs in an atmosphere of toleration 
and accommodation. As I have noted in the 
past, certain court decisions have, in my 
view, wrongly interpreted the first amend- 
ment so as to restrict, rather than protect, 
individual rights of conscience. 

What greater legacy could we leave our 
children than a new birth of religious free- 
dom in this one nation under God? Now, I 
hear the smart money in this town say we 
haven’t got a prayer, but somehow I believe 
the Man upstairs is listening and that He'll 
show us how to return to America’s school- 
children the right that every member of 
Congress has: to begin each day with a 
simple, voluntary prayer. 

At the heart of our Judeo-Christian ethic 
is a reverence for life. From the Ten Com- 
mandments to the Sermon on the Mount, 
the mission of faith is to cherish and magni- 
fy life—and through it God’s holy name. Yet 
since the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe 
v. Wade, there have been 20 million abor- 
tions in America. And as the Bloomington 
baby case showed, this callousness for life 
can spill over into other areas, leading to 
decisions on who is good enough to live and 
who is not. 

All we know about the human spirit con- 
tradicts this mechanistic, materialistic view 


of man. Perhaps you saw in the papers re- 
cently the story of a young Irish author, 
Christy Nolan, who has received one of 
Britain’s most coveted literary awards, the 
Whitbread Book of the Year award. Some 
say he’s the new James Joyce. 

Little, except talent, is extraordinary 
here—talent and the terrible fact that com- 
plications at birth left Christy Nolan totally 
paralyzed. He cannot walk, talk, or control 
his limbs. He writes using what he calls a 
unicorn stick attached to his forehead, 
pecking out the words on a typewriter, a 
page a day. In his message accepting the 
award, Christy Nolan wrote: “Imagine what 
I would have missed if the doctors had not 
revived me on that September day long 
ago.” 

Imagine what so many deemed unworthy 
of life have missed. Imagine what the rest 
of us have missed for their absence. Life 
and the human spirit are absolutes, indivisi- 
ble. Isn’t it time we returned the right to 
life to the core of our national values, our 
national customs, and our national laws? 
[Applause] 

Our administration is issuing regulations 
to deny Title X family planning money for 
the support of abortion counseling, abortion 
promotion, and abortion services. Now, 
there’s going to be a big fight on this, so let 
me ask you: Can I count on your help to 
make the regulations stick? [Applause] 
Well, that’s what I thought you'd say. 
[Laughter] 

There’s something else I need your help 
on, and that’s getting Congress to stand by 
its commitment to the cause of freedom 
and against the consolidation of a Commu- 
nist regime in Nicaragua. 

In approving $100 million in aid to the 
freedom fighters in 1986, Congress laid 
down certain preconditions for renewing 
aid this year, including remindments that 
the freedom fighters demonstrate that they 
are a proficient fighting force and that they 
show they have popular backing. Well, in 
truth, many who voted for those conditions 
believed there was no way the freedom 
fighters could meet them, not in the short 
time they had. They thought they’d found 
an easy way to get out of further support 
without taking blame. But the freedom 
fighters met those conditions. 
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Now we hear that further aid will jeop- 
ardize the peace process. By that reasoning, 
deploying the Pershing II and ground- 
launched cruise missiles in Europe should 
have led to the end of the intermediate 
nuclear force talks, and in fact, many who 
now oppose aid to the freedom fighters said 
it would. But the Senate is now debating 
ratification of that first agreement ever to 
eliminate an entire class of U.S. and Soviet 
nuclear weapons. The principle is the same. 
Peace doesn’t come through the weakness 
of America and its democratic allies: Peace 
and freedom come through strength. 

We’re told that the Sandinistas have at 
last made hopeful confessions—concessions, 
I should say—{laughter|—they could well 
make some _ confessions—{/aughter|—so 
more aid would be counterproductive. The 
problem here is what we’ve seen over and 
over again: that the Sandinistas stick to 
their word only if it’s convenient or they’re 
threatened. In 1979, when the Sandinistas 
came to power with American help, they 
pledged to President Carter that they 
would install a pluralistic, democratic gov- 
ernment. But even as they were making 
that promise, they were drafting a blue- 
print for rule—what is now called the “72- 
hour document” because it came out of a 
secret 3-day meeting. In it they said that 
the broad coalition government was only a 
front to—in their words—“neutralize 
Yankee intervention.” 

In other words, the coalition and the 
promises about democracy the Sandinistas 
made to the Organization of American 
States and to us were falsehoods, lies. And 
we swallowed them. We gave the Sandinis- 
tas $118 million over the next 18 months, 
even as they brought in Soviet and Cuban 
advisers, began supplying Communist guer- 
rillas in El Salvador and elsewhere, and 
started to install Communist tyranny in 
Nicaragua. 

The falsehoods have continued. Just over 
a week ago, I received a letter from Sandi- 
nista leader Daniel Ortega in which he said 
that Nicaragua allows “the full and unre- 
stricted exercise of freedom of speech, 
debate, and association.” Well, just about 
the time that letter arrived at the White 
House, in Nicaragua, Sandinista thugs at- 
tacked a meeting of mothers of political 
prisoners. 
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In October I raised this issue of promises 
broken when I addressed the Organization 
of American States. I was particularly con- 
cerned about the promises made in 1979 to 
bring democracy to Nicaragua. A month 
later, from the same platform, Daniel 
Ortega replied to me. He said that the 
pledges of democracy, of individual liberty, 
of a mixed economy, of freedom of press 
and religion were—here’s his word: “inex- 
istent.” Why? Because a political pledge did 
not have—again from his speech to the 
OAS—“the force of a legal commitment.” 
Well, he should have been a Hollywood 
producer. No, so one question must be an- 
swered: Sandinista promises of the past 
have been broken; can we believe them 
now? 

The Sandinista steps toward peace and 
democratization can be reversed once the 
pressure from the freedom fighters is re- 
moved. The five democratic Presidents of 
Central America affirmed just weeks ago 
that the Sandinistas have failed to comply 
with the regional peace plan. Indeed, the 
Sandinistas haven’t made one concession on 
their own without a threat hanging over 
them. And again and again the Sandinistas 
have shown themselves students of what 
Lenin said: that “telling the truth is a bour- 
geois prejudice.” 

It’s just this simple: The way to democra- 
cy and peace in Nicaragua is to keep the 
pressure on the Sandinistas taking irreversi- 
ble steps to comply with the regional peace 
plan, and giving aid to the freedom fighters 
now. 

You know, the more objections I hear 
from our critics about aid to the freedom 
fighters, the more I think of the story of 
that fellow who went into the Army. I bet 
you were wondering when I would get to a 
story. [Laughter] 

The fellow spent hours in boot camp on 
the firing range learning to shoot. And 
when he was done with boot camp, they 
gave him one of those medals that says 
Marksman on it. He went home—very 
proud—on leave, and near the edge of town 
he saw somebody’s homemade firing 
range—a wall, and on the wall lots of 
chalked bull’s-eyes, and in the middle of 
every bull’s-eye a bullet hole. Well, he 
wanted to see who could shoot like that, 
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and finally he tracked him down—a 7-year- 
old boy. And he asked the boy, “How did 
you do that?” The boy answered, “I take 
my gun; I line up my sights; and I pull the 
trigger. Then I take my chalk, and I draw a 
circle around the hole.” [Laughter] 

Well, that’s how on target the criticisms 
of aid to the freedom fighters are. It’s time 
for us to face why, even as the five Central 
American countries search for peace, the 
Soviet-bloc continues to pour billions in 
tanks, bullets, and other assistance into 
Nicaragua. To quote one of our leading na- 
tional strategists, Zbigniew Brzezinski: “Po- 
tentially at stake in Central America is 
America’s capacity to defend Western inter- 
ests throughout the world.” And he adds: 
“If the Soviet-Cuban presence in Nicaragua 
destabilizes the entire region, the United 
States will inevitably pull back” from 


Europe and the Pacific to defend our 
border. Our choice is whether to remove 
U.S. assistance to the freedom fighters, but 
is there any discussion about removing 
Soviet assistance to the Sandinista regime? 


But there’s something more than security 
at stake: freedom. Religious persecution 


under the Communist Sandinistas has been 
persistent and often brutal—Jews, Catholics, 
evangelical Christians, and others—all have 
suffered. Perhaps you know the story of 
Prudencio Baltodano, a father, a farmer, 
and an evangelical man of God. Sandinista 
soldiers tied him to a tree, struck him in the 
forehead with a rifle butt, stabbed him in 
the neck with a bayonet, and then cut off 
his ears. “See if your God will save you,” 
they jeered as they left him for dead. Well, 
God did save Prudencio Baltodano. He 
found his way to Costa Rica and then to the 
United States. 


Recently his wife and children were lo- 
cated in a refugee camp in Costa Rica, and 
through the efforts of the church located 
here in the Washington area, the family was 
reunited here in the United States. And 
Prudencio Baltodano is with us today. Senor 
Baltodano. 


Let me tell you one other story of Sandi- 
nista religious repression. I mentioned 
Campus Crusade for Christ earlier. In late 
1985 the Crusade’s national director for 
Nicaragua, Jimmy Hassan, was arrested. For 
hours, he was harassed, questioned, and put 


in a tiny cell, questioned again, placed in a 
cold room, questioned yet again, and had a 
gun put to his head and the trigger pulled. 
Thank goodness the gun was empty. The 
reason for all this: He had been preaching 
the Gospel to young people. 


But that’s not why I’m telling you his 
story. No, I thought you’d want to hear his 
account of what he said to one of his cap- 
tors when, after hours of interrogation and 
humiliation, he was released: “I said to him 
I wanted to leave it clear that as a Christian 
I loved him, and I wanted him to know 
Christ.” 


Is there any force on Earth more power- 
ful than that love? Is there any truth that 
gives more strength than knowing that God 
has a special plan for each one of us? Yes, 
man is sinful, separated from God. But 
there is God’s promise of salvation, even for 
the least likely of us. 


A few weeks ago I received a letter from 
a family in Wisconsin. The woman who 
wrote the letter is a widow, her husband 
was killed in World War II. They enclosed 
with the letter this prayer: 


Hear me, Oh God; never in the whole 
of my lifetime have I spoken to You, 
but just now I feel like sending You 
my greetings. 

You know, from childhood on, they’ve 
always told me You are not. I, like a 
fool, believed them. 


I’ve never contemplated your creation, 
and yet tonight, gazing up out of my 
shell hole, I marveled at the shim- 
mering stars above me and suddenly 
knew tke cruelty of the lie. 

Will You, my God, reach your hand out 
to me, I wonder? But I will tell You, 
and You will understand. Is it not 
strange that light should come upon 
me and I see You amid this night of 
hell? 

And there is nothing else I have to say. 
This, though: I’m glad that I’ve 
learned to know You. 

At midnight we are scheduled to 
attack. But You are looking on, and I 
am not afraid. 

The signal. Well, I guess I must be 
going. I’ve been happy with You. 
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This more I want to say: As You well 
know, the fighting will be cruel, and 
even tonight I may come knocking at 
your door. Although I have not been 
a friend to You before, still, will You 
let me enter now, when I do come? 

Why, I am crying, O God, my Lord. 
You see what happens to me: Tonight 
my eyes were opened. 

Farewell, my God. I’m going and not 
likely to come back. Strange, is it not, 
but death I fear no longer. 


That young man did die in that attack, 
and that prayer was found on the body of a 
young Soviet soldier who was killed in that 
combat in 1944. 

Thank you all so very much. Usually 
speaking to an audience I add a God bless 
you, but I know God already has blessed all 
of you. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in 
the main ballroom at the Sheraton Wash- 
ington Hotel. In his opening remarks, he 
referred to Robert A. Cook and Ben Arm- 
strong, president and executive director of 
the National Religious Broadcasters, respec- 


tively; Thomas A. Zimmerman, president of 
the Lausanne Committee for World Evan- 
gelization; and B. Sam Hart, president of 
the Grand Old Gospel Fellowship. Prior to 
the President’s remarks, Mrs. Reagan was 
presented with the Foster Grandparents 
Award. 


Designation of Michael W. Grebe as a 
Member of the Board of Visitors to the 
United States Military Academy 


February 2, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to designate Michael W. Grebe to be a 
member of the Board of Visitors to the 
United States Military Academy, Depart- 
ment of the Army, for a term expiring De- 
cember 30, 1990. This is a reappointment. 

Since 1970 Mr. Grebe has been a partner 
with Foley & Lardner in Milwaukee, WI. 
Prior to this Mr. Grebe was a captain in the 
U.S. Army, 1962-1967. 

Mr. Grebe graduated from the United 
States Military Academy (B.S., 1962) and 
the University of Michigan (J.D., 1970). He 
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was born on October 25, 1945, in Peoria, 
IL. He is married, has two children, and 
resides in Mesquon, WI. 


Nomination of Howard W. Cannon To 
Be a Member of the Board of Trustees 
of the Barry Goldwater Scholarship and 
Excellence in Education Foundation 


February 2, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Howard W. Cannon to be 
a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Barry Goldwater Scholarship and Excel- 
lence in Education Foundation for a term 
of 4 years. This is a new position. 

Mr. Cannon is currently president of 
Howard W. Cannon & Associates in Wash- 
ington, DC. Prior to this he was a United 
States Senator from Nevada, 1958-1984. He 
served in the United States Air Force from 
1941 to 1946 and received several awards: 
Distinguished Flying Cross Air Medal with 
two Oak Leaf Clusters, Purple Heart, Euro- 
pean Theatre Ribbon with eight Battle 
Stars, and the French Croix de Guerre with 
Silver Star. 

Mr. Cannon graduated from Arizona 
State College (B.E., 1933) and the Universi- 
ty of Arizona (LL.B., 1937). He was born 
January 26, 1912, in St. George, UT. Mr. 
Cannon is married, has two children, and 
resides in McLean, VA. 


Proclamation 5765—National 
Consumers Week, 1988 


February 2, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Across our Nation and around the world, 
consumers are sending business an impor- 
tant message: there is no substitute for good 
service, the kind on which companies make 
their reputations. Under free enterprise, we 
consumers express our views through our 
everyday marketplace decisions and require 
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businesses to adapt to our changing con- 
sumer choices. 

The flexibility of American economic 
freedom opens the door to many opportuni- 
ties for consumers and businesses. Both 
profit from today’s increased emphasis on 
service. Customer-oriented companies that 
listen to their customers and make the com- 
mitment to act on their customers’ wishes 
outperform their self-centered competitors 
time and again in profitability and customer 
loyalty. As a result, consumers are finding 
increasing responsiveness in some corners 
of the marketplace and are creating a 
demand for service in others. Indeed, cus- 
tomer service is emerging as a key competi- 
tive advantage today, not only in the do- 
mestic marketplace, but also in the expand- 
ing international arena. 

In many industries, service is the product. 
The service sector accounts for 60 percent 
of our gross national product and provides 
some 70 percent of American jobs. Commu- 
nications, transportation, utilities, banking, 
accounting, health care, and home mainte- 
nance are but a few examples of service 
industries indispensable to our way of life. 
Whether the transaction involves goods, 
services, or both, quality of customer serv- 
ice is a crucial ingredient in the interaction 
between customer and business, before, 
during, and after the sale. Service quality is 
often the factor that distinguishes businesses 
from one another. 

This is the 7th year I have proclaimed 
National Consumers Week. I initiated Na- 
tional Consumers Week in 1982 to acknowl- 
edge and emphasize the significant stake 
consumers have in our economy. Our econ- 
omy has three bases, the triad of capital, 
labor, and consumers; without any one of 
them the whole economy would lose its bal- 
ance. Over the past 7 years, I have watched 
National Consumers Week grow into an es- 
tablished, national event involving millions 
of Americans in all sectors of our economy. 
I am proud of the success National Consum- 
ers Week enjoys. In recognition of the im- 
portance of consumers to our economy, and 
of service to consumers and business, “Con- 
sumers Buy Service” is the theme I have 
selected for National Consumers Week, 
1988. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 


virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week beginning 
April 24, 1988, as National Consumers 
Week. I urge consumers, businesses, educa- 
tors, community organizations, labor unions, 
the media, and government officials to 
identify, emphasize, and promote activities 
during National Consumers Week that draw 
attention to the importance of service in 
consumers’ purchasing decisions. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of February, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and twelfth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:50 p.m., February 2, 1988] 


Proclamation 5766—Small Business 
Week, 1988 


February 2, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


More than 17 million Americans own a 
small business; and the rest of us benefit 
from their ingenuity, enterprise, and hard 
work. These entrepreneurs employ half of 
all Americans in the work force. These 
achievements and the American heritage of 
economic liberty that helps make them pos- 
sible are truly fitting reasons for each of us 
to join in observance of Small Business 
Week. 

Today, small businesses provide well over 
two-thirds of all new American jobs, as well 
as 40 percent of our aggregate national 
output; the bulk of new American products 
and technologies; and more than two-thirds 
of all first jobs. The majority of jobs held by 
younger, older, minority, and female em- 
ployees are in small business. In the next 
quarter-century, fully three-fourths of all 
new jobs created in America will have their 
genesis in small business. 
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The development of new enterprises de- 
pends on many factors, including the hopes, 
dreams, and hard work that have always 
characterized America’s entrepreneurs. But 
it also depends on a climate hospitable to 
small business—a climate marked by a lack 
of government interference in the market- 
place; low taxes; low interest rates; and the 
basic freedom to strive for and create 
progress, prosperity, and opportunity for 
ourselves and our fellow Americans. Gov- 
ernment, the servant of the people, must 
make sure that it does not harm that cli- 
mate, which is so necessary to our Nation’s 
well-being and future. 

The small business men and women of 
our land truly follow a great heritage and 
foster good for America. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week of May 8 
through May 14, 1988, as Small Business 
Week, and I urge all Americans to join with 
me in saluting our small business men and 
women by observing that week with appro- 
priate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of February, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and twelfth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:51 p.m., February 2, 1988] 


Statement by the Assistant to the 
President for Press Relations on the 
President’s Address to the Nation on 
Aid to the Nicaraguan Democratic 
Resistance 

February 2, 1988 


We are pleased that the video wire serv- 
ice of the Associated Press and CONUS 
Communications will make available to all 
U.S. television stations tonight’s address to 
the Nation by President Reagan concerning 
his proposal for aid to the Nicaraguan 
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democratic resistance. CONUS joins the 
Cable News Network and numerous radio 
networks in providing live coverage of the 
President’s remarks. This means that, al- 
though ABC, CBS, and NBC have decided 
not to broadcast the speech, it will be avail- 
able to all network affiliate or independent 
stations who want it through the AP/ 
CONUS system. 

The President’s speech will review the 
decade of U.S. foreign policy that has led to 
tomorrow’s historic vote. The United States 
has been actively engaged in the struggle 
for freedom and democracy in Nicaragua 
since 1979. The President’s proposal to 
Congress and his support of the peace nego- 
tiations in Central America bring the 
Nation to a point of decision that will sig- 
nificantly effect the course of history in this 
hemisphere. Tonight’s important speech 
and the Democratic response lay out the 
framework for Wednesday’s decision on na- 
tional policy in Central America. 

Both events will appear on GE’s KQ2, 
transponder 6A, with audio on 5.76 mhz. 
The President will begin speaking at 
8:00:45 p.m. e.s.t. and will speak for 15-20 
minutes. Congressman Hamilton’s remarks 
will follow, beginning exactly 2 minutes 
after the conclusion of the President’s state- 
ment. Both events are available for live cov- 
erage or excerpting. No credit is necessary. 


Nomination of Frances Mathews To Be 
a Member of the National Advisory 
Council on Educational Research and 
Improvement 


February 2, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Frances Mathews to be a 
member of the National Advisory Council 
on Educational Research and Improvement 
for a term expiring September 30, 1990. 
She would succeed Elaine Y. Schadler. 

Mrs. Mathews was a talk show host for 
KCSJ Radio in Pueblo, CO, 1983-1984. 
Prior to this she was communications clerk 
for the Wyoming House of Representatives 
for one session. She was a reporter and then 
editor for the Guernsey Gazette in Guern- 
sey, WY. 
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Mrs. Mathews graduated from Montana 
State University (B.S., 1954). She was born 
December 24, 1932, in Deer Lodge, MT. 
She is married, has three children, and re- 
sides in Pueblo. 


Statement by the Chief of Staff to the 
President on Television Coverage of 
the President’s Address to the Nation 
on Aid to the Nicaraguan Democratic 
Resistance 


February 2, 1988 


It has been the traditional right of Presi- 
dents of the United States to communicate 
with the American people on important 
issues over television. The decision by the 
three over-the-air commercial networks to 
refuse this opportunity to the President rep- 
resents an attempt to substitute their judg- 
ment for that of the President on what the 
country should have the opportunity to 
hear. 


Address to the Nation on Aid to the 
Nicaraguan Democratic Resistance 
February 2, 1988 


My fellow Americans: 

I want to begin tonight by telling a story, 
a true story of courage and hope. It con- 
cerns a small nation to our south, El Salva- 
dor, and the struggle of its people to throw 
off years of violence and oppression and 
live in freedom. 

Nearly 4 years ago, I addressed you as I 
do tonight and asked for your help in our 
efforts to support those brave people 
against a Communist insurgency. That was 
one of the hardest fought political battles of 
this administration. The people of El Salva- 
dor, we heard, weren’t ready for democra- 
cy. The only choice was between the left- 
wing guerrillas and the violent right, and 
many insisted that it was the guerrillas that 
truly had the backing of the people. 

But with your support, we were able to 
send help in time. Our package of military 
aid for El] Salvador passed Congress by only 
four votes, but it passed. Some of you may 


remember those stirring scenes as the 
people of El Salvador braved Communist 
gunfire to turn out in record numbers at 
the polls and vote emphatically for democ- 
racy. 

Observers told of one woman, wounded 
in a Communist attack, who refused to 
leave the line at the polls to have her 
wounds treated until after she had voted. 
They told of another woman who defiantly 
answered Communist death threats saying, 
“You can kill me. You can kill my family. 
You can kill my neighbors. But you can’t 
kill us all.” Well, that’s the voice of the 
people determined to be free. That is the 
voice of the people of Central America. 

In these last several years, there have 
been many such times when your support 
for assistance saved the day for democracy. 
The story of what has happened in that 
region is one of the most inspiring in the 
history of freedom. Today El Salvador, Hon- 
duras, Guatemala, as well as Costa Rica 
choose their governments in free and open 
democratic elections. Independent courts 
protect their human rights, and their 
people can hope for a better life for them- 
selves and their children. It is a record of 
success that should make us proud, but the 
record is as yet incomplete. 

Now, this is a map of Central America. As 
I said, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, 
and Costa Rica are all friendly and demo- 
cratic. In their midst, however, lies a threat 
that could reverse the democratic tide and 
plunge the region into a cycle of chaos and 
subversion. That is the Communist regime 
in Nicaragua called the Sandinistas, a 
regime whose allies range from Communist 
dictator Fidel Castro of Cuba to terrorist- 
supporter Qadhafi of Libya. But their most 
important ally is the Soviet Union. 

With Cuban and Soviet-bloc aid, Nicara- 
gua is being transformed into a beachhead 
for aggression against the United States. It 
is the first step in a strategy to dominate 
the entire region of Central America and 
threaten Mexico and the Panama Canal. 
That’s why the cause of freedom in Central 
America is united with our national securi- 
ty. That is why the safety of democracy to 
our south so directly affects the safety of 
our own nation. 
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But the people of Nicaragua love freedom 
just as much as those in El Salvador. You 
see, when it became clear the direction the 
Sandinistas were taking, many who had 
fought against the old dictatorship literally 
took to the hills; and like the French resist- 
ance that fought the Nazis in World War II, 
they have been fighting the Communist 
Sandinistas ever since. 

These are the forces of the democratic 
resistance. The Communist government 
named them contras, but the truth is 
they’re freedom fighters. Their tenacious 
struggle has helped buy the surrounding de- 
mocracies precious time, and with their 
heroic efforts, they are helping give free- 
dom a chance in Nicaragua. A year-and-a- 
half ago, Congress first approved significant 
military aid for the freedom fighters. Since 
then they’ve been winning major victories 
in the field and doing what many at ‘first 
thought impossible: bringing the Comm u- 
nist Sandinistas to the negotiating table and 
forcing them to negotiate seriously. 

From the beginning, the United States 
has made every effort to negotiate a peace 
settlement—bilaterally, multilaterally, in 
other diplomatic settings. My envoys have 
traveled to the region on at least 40 differ- 
ent occasions. But until this last year, these 
negotiations dragged on fruitlessly, because 
the Sandinistas had no incentive to change. 
Last August, however, with mounting pres- 
sure from the freedom fighters, the Sandi- 
nistas signed the Guatemala peace plan. 

This time, the leaders of the four Central 
American democracies refused to let the 
peace negotiations become an empty exer- 
cise. When Nicaragua missed the second 
deadline for compliance, the democratic 
leaders courageously stood as one to insist 
that the Sandinistas live up to their signed 
commitments to democratic reform. Their 
failure to do so, said the democratic leaders, 
was the biggest obstacle to peace in the 
region. 

The Sandinistas are clearly feeling the 
pressure and are beginning to take limited 
steps. Yet at this crucial moment, there are 
those who want to cut off assistance to the 
freedom fighters and take the pressure off. 

Tomorrow the House of Representatives 
will be voting on a $36 million bill, a sup- 
port package to the freedom fighters. 
Ninety percent is for nonlethal support, 
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such as food, clothing, and medicine, and 
the means to deliver it. Ten percent is for 
ammunition. That amount will be suspend- 
ed until March 3lst to determine whether 
the Sandinistas are taking irreversible steps 
toward democracy. I’m hopeful this will 
occur. However, if there is no progress 
toward a negotiated cease-fire, I’ll make a 
decision to release these additional supplies, 
but only after weighing carefully and thor- 
oughly the advice from Congress and the 
democratic Presidents of Central America. 

Now, over the past several days, I’ve met 
with many Members of Congress, Republi- 
cans and Democrats, concerning my pro- 
posal. In the spirit of bipartisanship, I will, 
tomorrow, send a letter to the congressional 
leadership taking a further step. At the ap- 
propriate time, I will invite Congress to act 
by what is called a sense of Congress resolu- 
tion on the question of whether the Gov- 
ernment of Nicaragua is in compliance with 
the San José declaration. If Congress adopts 
such a resolution within 10 days containing 
this finding, then I will honor this action 
and withhold deliveries of ammunition in 
this package. One thing is clear. Those 
brave freedom fighters cannot be left un- 
armed against Communist tyranny. 

Now, some say that military supplies 
aren’t necessary, that humanitarian aid is 
enough. But there’s nothing humanitarian 
about asking people to go up against Soviet 
helicopter gunships with nothing more than 
boots and bandages. There’s no vote sched- 
uled tomorrow in the Soviet Union on con- 
tinued assistance to the Sandinistas. That as- 
sistance will continue, and it won’t be just 
humanitarian. 

Our policy of negotiations backed by the 
freedom fighters is working. Like the brave 
freedom fighters in Afghanistan who have 
faced down the Soviet Army and convinced 
the Soviet Union that it must negotiate its 
withdrawal from their country, the freedom 
fighters in Nicaragua can win the day for 
democracy in Central America. But our 
support is needed now; tomorrow will be 
too late. If we cut them off, the freedom 
fighters will soon begin to wither as an ef- 
fective force. Then with the pressure lifted, 
the Sandinistas will be free to continue the 
consolidation of their totalitarian regime, 
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the military buildup, inside Nicaragua, and 
Communist subversion of their neighbors. 

Even today, with the spotlight of world 
opinion focused on the peace process, the 
Sandinistas openly boast that they are 
arming and training Salvadoran guerrillas. 
We know that the Sandinistas, who talk of a 
revolution without borders reaching to 
Mexico, have already infiltrated guerrillas 
into neighboring countries. Imagine what 
they'll do if the pressure is lifted. What will 
be our response as the ranks of the guerril- 
las in El Salvador, Guatemala, even Hondu- 
ras and unarmed Costa Rica, begin to swell 
and those fragile democracies are ripped 
apart by the strainP By then the freedom 
fighters will be disbanded, refugees, or 
worse. They won’t be able to come back. 

Let me explain why this should be and 
would be such a tragedy, such a danger to 
our national security. If we return to the 
map for a moment, we can see the strategic 
location of Nicaragua—close to our southern 
border, within striking distance of the 
Panama Canal. Domination of Central 
America would be an unprecedented strate- 
gic victory for the Soviet Union and its 
allies, and they’re willing to pay for it. 
Cubans are now in Nicaragua constructing 
military facilities, flying combat missions, 
and helping run the secret police. The 
Soviet Union and Soviet-bloc countries have 
sent over $4 billion in arms and military aid 
and economic aid—20 times the amount 
that the United States has provided the 
democratic freedom fighters. If Congress 
votes tomorrow against aid, our assistance 
will very quickly come to an end, but Soviet 
deliveries won’t. 

We must ask ourselves why the Soviet 
Union, beset by an economic crisis at home, 
is spending billions of dollars to subsidize 
the military buildup in Nicaragua. Backed 
by some 2,000 Cuban and Soviet-bloc advis- 
ers, the Sandinista military is the largest 
Central America has ever seen. Warsaw 
Pact engineers are completing a deep-water 
port on the Caribbean coast similar to the 
naval base in Cuba for Soviet submarines. 
And the recently expanded airfields outside 
Managua can handle any aircraft in the 
Soviet arsenal, including the Bear Bomber, 
whose 5,200-mile range covers most of the 
continental United States. 


But this is only the beginning. Last Octo- 
ber a high-ranking Sandinista officer, Roger 
Miranda, defected to this country, bringing 
with him a series of 5-year plans—drawn up 
among the Sandinistas, Soviets, and 
Cubans—for a massive military buildup in 
Nicaragua extending through 1995. These 
plans, which Major Miranda makes clear are 
to be put into effect whether the freedom 
fighters receive aid or not, call for quadru- 
pling the Sandinista armed forces to 
600,000 or one out of every five men, 
women, and children in the country. 

As I speak to you tonight, several thou- 
sand Nicaraguans are taking courses in the 
Soviet Union and Cuba to learn to operate 
new high-tech missiles, artillery, and other 
advanced weapons systems. Of grave con- 
cern is the fact that the Soviets have sched- 
uled delivery of Soviet MiG aircraft to Nica- 
ragua. Now, if these were just the claims of 
one defector, no matter how highly placed 
and credible, some might still find reason to 
doubt. But even before Major Miranda’s 
revolutions [revelations] were made public, 
his old boss, Defense Minister Humberto 
Ortega, confirmed them in a public speech, 
adding that if Nicaragua chose to acquire 
MiG’s it was none of our business. 

The introduction of MiG’s into Nicaragua 
would be so serious an escalation that mem- 
bers of both parties in the Congress have 
said the United States simply cannot toler- 
ate it. 

The Miranda revelations can’t help but 
make us skeptical of the recent Sandinista 
promises to abide by the Guatemala peace 
accord. The argument is made that the 
freedom fighters are unnecessary, that we 
can trust the Sandinistas to keep their word. 
Can we? It’s important to remember that 
we already have a negotiated settlement 
with the Sandinistas: the settlement of 1979 
that helped bring them to power, in which 
they promised, in writing, democracy, 
human rights, and a nonaligned foreign 
policy. 

Of course, they haven’t kept a single one 
of those promises, and we now know that 
they never intended to. Barely 2 months 
after assuming power, the Sandinista leader- 
ship drafted a secret repo.t called the “72- 
hour document,” outlining their plans to es- 
tablish a Communist dictatorship in Nicara- 
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gua and spread subversion throughout Cen- 
tral America. This is the document in which 
they detailed their deception. It is now part 
of the public record, available for all to see. 

One day after that 72-hour meeting, 
President Carter, unaware of their secret 
plans, received Daniel Ortega here in the 
White House and offered his new govern- 
ment our friendship and help, sending over 
$100 million in aid—more than any other 
country at the time—and arranging for mil- 
lions more in loans. The Sandinistas say it 
was U.S. belligerence that drove them into 
the hands of the Soviets—some belliger- 
ence. 

A short while later, the Sandinista com- 
mandantes made their first official trip to 
Moscow and signed a communique express- 
ing support for the foreign policy goals of 
the Soviet Union. But that, one might say, 
was only the paperwork. Already, Soviet 
military planners were in Nicaragua, and 
the Sandinista subversion of El] Salvador had 
begun—all while our hand was extended in 
friendship. 

This is not a record that gives one much 
faith in Sandinista promises. Recently, 
Daniel Ortega was up in Washington again, 
this time talking to Members of Congress, 
giving them assurances of his commitment 
to the Guatemala peace process. But we 
now know that at the same time, back in 
Managua, the Sandinistas were drawing up 
plans for a massive military escalation in 
Nicaragua and aggression against their 
neighbors. 

Now, as the Sandinistas see the vote on 
aid to the freedom fighters nearing, they 
are making more promises. Well, forgive 
my skepticism, but I kind of feel that every 
time they start making promises—like that 
fellow in the Isuzu commercial—there 
should be subtitles under them telling the 
real story. 

One may hope they’re sincere this time, 
but it hardly seems wise to stake the future 
of Central America and the national securi- 
ty of the United States on it. The freedom 
fighters are our insurance policy in case the 
Sandinistas once again go back on their 
word. The Sandinistas themselves admit 
that the limited steps they have taken to 
comply with the peace accords were prom- 
ised in order to influence the vote in Con- 
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gress. Was there ever a better argument for 
aid? 

Even now, with the entire world watch- 
ing, the Sandinistas have harassed and 
beaten human rights activists and arrested 
several leaders of the peaceful democratic 
opposition, including the editor of La 
Prensa. Before being interrogated, some 
were sealed for over an hour in metal lock- 
ers, 3 feet square on the floor and 7 feet 
high. Said one commandante of the opposi- 
tion: They are “scorpions. They should 
return to their holes, or we will crush 
them.” 

Just a short while ago, the Sandinistas 
made their true intentions clear. Even if 
they were forced to hold elections and lost, 
they said they would never give up power. 
Responding to the estimate that the Sandi- 
nistas have no more than 15-percent popu- 
lar support, another comandante responded 
by saying: “That’s all right. We can hold on 
to power with only 5 percent.” Now, these 
are not the words, these are not the actions, 
of democratic reformers. 

Those who want to cut off the freedom 
fighters must explain why we should be- 
lieve the promises the Sandinista Commu- 
nists make trying to influence Congress, but 
not the threats they make at home. They 
must explain why we should listen to them 
when they promise peace and not when 
they talk of turning all Central America 
into one “revolutionary fire” and boast of 
carrying their fight to Latin America and 
Mexico. 

If we cut off aid to the freedom fighters, 
then the Sandinistas can go back to their 
old ways. Then the negotiations can 
become, once again, what they were before: 
high-blown words and promises and con- 
venient cover, while the Sandinista Com- 
munists continue the consolidation of their 
dictatorial regime and the subversion of 
Central America. 

During the last vote in Congress, many 
who voted for aid to the freedom fighters 
set conditions on further assistance. They 
said the freedom fighters must broaden 
their leadership. They have. They said the 
freedom fighters must show that they are a 
viable fighting force and win support from 
the people. Well, the latest victory in the 
Las Mifas area proved that. 
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For several weeks, nearly 7,000 freedom 
fighters maneuvered in secret throughout 
the country—something they could only 
have done with support of the population. 
In one of the largest military operations in 
Nicaraguan history, they overran enemy 
headquarters, routed army barracks, blew 
up ammunition dumps, petroleum tanks, 
and other military targets. At one point, 
they captured a warehouse where grain was 
being hoarded for the army. The freedom 
fighters opened the doors and invited the 
hungry people of the area to take what they 
needed. 

The freedom fighters are inside Nicara- 
gua today, because we made a commitment 
to them. They have done what Congress 
asked: They have proven thei: effective- 
ness. Can we, as a moral people, a moral 
nation, withdraw that commitment now 
and leave them at the mercy of the Sandi- 
nista regime or turn them forever into refu- 
gees—refugees from the country for which 
they are making such a heroic sacrifice? 

What message will that send to the world, 
to our allies and friends in freedom? What 
message will it send to our adversaries— 
that America is a fair-weather friend, an 
unreliable ally? Don’t count on us, because 
we may not be there to back you up when 
the going gets a little rough. 

By fighting to win back their country, the 
freedom fighters are preventing the perma- 
nent consolidation of a Soviet military pres- 
ence on the American mainland. By fight- 
ing for their freedom, they’re helping to 
protect our national security. We owe them 
our thanks, not abandonment. 

Some talk of containment, but we must 
not repeat the mistake we made in Cuba. If 
containment didn’t work for that island 
nation, how much less effective will it be 
for an expansionist Soviet ally on the Ameri- 
can mainland. I will tell you truthfully to- 
night: There will be no second chances to- 
morrow. If Congress votes down aid, the 
freedom fighters may soon be gone, and 
with them all effective pressure on the San- 
dinistas. 

Our goal in Nicaragua is simple: peace 
and democracy. Our policy has consistently 
supported the efforts of those who seek de- 
mocracy throughout Central America and 
who recognize that the freedom fighters 
are essential to that process. 


So, my fellow Americans, there can be no 
mistake about this vote: It is up or down for 
Central America. It is win or lose for peace 
and freedom. It is yes or no to America’s 
national security. 


My friends, I’ve often expressed my belief 
that the Almighty had a reason for placing 
this great and good land, the New World, 
here between two vast oceans. Protected by 
the seas, we have enjoyed the blessings of 
peace—free for almost two centuries now 
from the tragedy of foreign aggression on 
our mainland. 


Help us to keep that precious gift secure. 
Help us to win support for those who strug- 
gle for the same freedoms we hold dear. In 
doing so, we will not just be helping them, 
we will be helping ourselves, our children, 
and all the peoples of the world. We'll be 
demonstrating that America is still a beacon 
of hope, still a light unto the nations. 

Yes, a great opportunity awaits us, an op- 
portunity to show that hope still burns 
bright in this land and over our continent, 
casting a glow across the centuries, still 
guiding millions to a future of peace and 
freedom. 


Thank you, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 8 p.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. The 
address was broadcast live by Cable Net- 
work News and CONUS Communications. 


Statement to the Conference on 
Disarmament 


February 2, 1988 


The Conference on Disarmament plays 
an important role in international endeav- 
ors to create a more stable and peaceful 
world. You resume your work in a year that 
holds promise for realizing concrete steps 
toward this universal objective. 


I am pleased to be able to report to you 
that we are making discernible progress on 
all aspects of my administration’s compre- 
hensive agenda: reductions in nuclear arms, 
peaceful settlement of regional conflicts, de- 
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velopment of confidence-building measures, 
and advancement of human rights and fun- 
damental freedoms. 


The signing of the INF treaty was an his- 
toric event. For the first time, the United 
States and the Soviet Union will begin re- 
ducing nuclear arms. We hope that this. be- 
ginning will be followed by reaching agree- 
ment on our proposal for a 50-percent re- 
duction in U.S. and Soviet strategic nuclear 
arsenals. 


In the field of nuclear testing, the United 
States and U.S.S.R. have begun full-scale, 
step-by-step negotiations with agreement 
on the needed verification improvements to 
existing treaties as the first step. Both sides 
have also agreed that progress toward ban- 
ning nuclear tests must be part of an effec- 
tive disarmament process. 


In Vienna, we are working out the terms 
of reference for negotiations on convention- 
al stability in Europe. In addition; we are 
continuing the process, which was success- 
fully initiated in Stockholm, in the area of 
confidence-building measures. 


The Conference on Disarmament has an 
impressive agenda. Of special importance is 
your effort on a convention banning chemi- 
cal weapons. Progress has been made in 
narrowing differences of principle; you now 
face the arduous task of working out the 
details and finding solutions on issues which 
affect vital security interests of all our coun- 
tries. General Secretary Gorbachev and I 
have reaffirmed our commitment to negoti- 
ations in the Conference on Disarmament, 
which would result in a truly effective, veri- 
fiable, and global ban on these terrible 
weapons. 


Under the capable leadership of Ambassa- 
dor Max Friedersdorf, the United States del- 
egation will continue to work with you in 
resolving this and other difficult issues 
which engage this forum. I wish you God- 
speed. 


Note: Ambassador Max L. Friedersdorf read 
the President’s statement at the opening of 
the 1988 session of the Conference. 
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Statement on Senate Confirmation of 
Anthony M. Kennedy as an Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States 


February 3, 1988 


I am extremely pleased that today the 
Senate has voted, 97 to 0, to confirm my 
nomination of Judge Anthony M. Kennedy 
as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 
Judge Kennedy has served with great dis- 
tinction as a Federal appellate judge in this 
nation’s largest circuit for 12 years. He will 
make an outstanding addition to the Su- 
preme Court. 

By confirming Judge Kennedy as an Asso- 
ciate Justice, the Senate has not only re- 
stored to the Nation a full nine-member Su- 
preme Court, it has reaffirmed this coun- 
try’s commitment to the philosophy of judi- 
cial restraint. Judge Kennedy believes, as I 
do, that the role of the judge in our demo- 
cratic society is faithfully to interpret the 
law, not to make it; and that it is just as 
important to protect the victims of crime as 
it is to protect criminal offenders. 

Judge Kennedy represents the best tradi- 
tions of America’s judiciary. I am confident 
that he will serve the Court and this coun- 
try well. 


Remarks on Greeting the 
Championship Washington Redskins 
Following Super Bow! XXII 


February 3, 1988 


The President. I'd like to welcome the 
winners of the 22d Super Bowl, the Wash- 
ington Redskins; and your coach, Joe Gibbs. 
Welcome to the White House! Fellas, what 
else is there to say but Hail to the Redskins! 

You know, I noticed that some of your 
fans painted their faces half red and half 
yellow; some of them wore hog noses; some 
even climbed lampposts. My staff told me 
that wouldn’t be very Presidential; but 
make no mistake about it, I’m just as enthu- 
siastic as your fans! 

The Redskins didn’t simply enter the his- 
tory books Sunday night, they rewrote 
them. In so doing, you gave new meaning 
to the term, “capital offense”—{laughter]— 
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setting 14 Super Bowl records. And if you 
will allow me a minute, I’d like to list a few 
of the more impressive individual records: 
Timmy Smith, 204 yards rushing and two 
touchdowns; Ricky Sanders, 193 yards re- 
ceiving, the most combined yards—235, and 
two touchdowns; and Doug Williams, the 
Super Bowl most valuable player, with one 
of the most inspiring performances dis- 
played by any quarterback in football histo- 
ry—340 yards passing, the longest comple- 
tion in Super Bowl history, 80 yards. That 
breaks one record and—and four touch- 
down passes in one quarter—and that 
breaks one record and ties two others. Way 
to go, Doug. [Applause] You recently 
showed the world how to overcome adversi- 
ty and did it with style and grace. 

It’s noisy, isn’t it? [Laughter] He’s prob- 
ably on his way to Denver. [Laughter] [The 
President referred to the sound of a plane 
flying nearby.| But, as Dexter Manley might 
point out—and a happy belated birthday, 
Dexter—this wasn’t a victory accomplished 
solely on individual feats. No, it was the 
teamwork of a well-coached organization. 
This is exemplified by the five team Super 
Bowl records set Sunday night. So, con- 
gratulations go to Joe Gibbs and his excel- 
lent coaching staff. 

And, Joe, if I could just add one personal 
criticism. Having spent a share of my life in 
show business, couldn’t you have saved 
some of those thrilling moments in the 
second quarter for the last 10 minutes of 
the fourth quarter, so we could have a big 
curtain? 

But seriously, I’m sure all the Redskins 
join me in congratulating the Denver Bron- 
cos on a fine season. Being number two in 
the NFL is also something to be proud of. 
There probably isn’t a classier organization 
to win that runner-up position. Coach 
Reeves, John Elway, and the rest of the 
Broncos are true sportsmen. 

But today, tomorrow, and the entire year 
belong to the victorious Redskins and your 
loyal fans who, thanks to you, are in hog 
heaven. Once again, congratulations, Red- 
skins, and God bless you. 

Joe Gibbs. On behalf of the Redskins, I 
want to thank the President. And we really 
feel like that this was a total team and 
family effort for the Redskins. And by that I 
mean there was no one individual, as Doug 


and Ricky and Timmy and everybody else 
will tell you. It was all of us pulling togeth- 
er. 
It was special teams; it was our defense— 
played absolutely superb; our offense; it was 
our owner, Jack Kent Cooke; Bobby [gener- 
al manager Bobby Beathard], getting the 
talent; and our coaching staff, which I’m 
very thankful for; and most assuredly, all 
the fans. Everybody out there that belongs 
to the Redskin family pulled together and 
helped us get this. And we really did it as 
America—the same thing as a team effort 
by every single person in the family. And 
we thank you very much, and thank you, 
President. 

Bobby Beathard. As a small token of ap- 
preciation from the Washington Redskins, 
we would like to present a small present to 
President Reagan, making him an official 
member of the Redskin family. And thanks 
to everybody out there. We’re going to give 
President Reagan a Washington Redskin 
jersey. 

The President. Thank you very much. I 
play right guard. 

Doug Williams. First of all, on behalf of 
the Washington Redskins and the President, 
I'd like to tell him one thing—this is a long 
ways from Zachary. [Laughter] But I have a 
token of appreciation also. It’s a Super Bowl 
XXII football with both teams engraved on 
it—Washington Redskins and Denver Bron- 
cos. I’m going to give it to the President 
upon one circumstance—that he run the 
right play. And the play is trip right, fake 
zoom, Larry crisscross. [Laughter] And he’s 
got to throw it. [Laughter] 

The President. Where’s Ricky Sanders? 


Doug Williams. Here he comes. 
[At this point, the President threw a pass to 
Ricky Sanders.] 

The President. 'm going to go down and 
shake their hands. 

Dexter Manley. | came up with a solu- 


tion, that we’re going to renegotiate the 
President’s contract for 4 more years. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. 
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ee er of Roland R. Vautour as a 
Member of the Board of Directors of 
the Rural Telephone Bank 


February 3, 1988 


The President today designated Roland R. 
Vautcur, Under Secretary of Agriculture for 
Small Community and Rural Development, 
to be a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Rural Telephone Bank, Department 
of Agriculture. He would succeed Richard 
W. Goidberg. 

Since 1987 Mr. Vautour has been Under 
Secretary for Small Community and Rural 
Development at the Department of Agri- 
culture in Washington, DC. Prior to this, he 
was State Director (Vermont, New Hamp- 
shire, and U.S. Virgin Islands) for the Farm- 
ers Home Administration, 1981-1987. He 
was founder and owner of Sterling Realty 
from 1969 to 1981. 

Mr. Vautour graduated from the Universi- 
ty of New Hampshire (B.A., 1952). He was 
born January 20, 1929, in Berlin, NH. He is 
married, has four children, and currently 
resides in Alexandria, VA. 


Proclamation 5767—National Day of 
Prayer, 1988 
February 3, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Americans in every generation have 
turned to their Maker in prayer. In adora- 
tion and in thanksgiving, in contrition and 
in supplication, we have acknowledged 
both our dependence on Almighty God and 
the help He offers us as individuals and as a 
Nation. In every circumstance, whether 
peril or plenty, whether war or peace, 
whether gladness or mourning, we have 
searched for and sought God’s presence and 
His power, His blessings and His protection, 
His freedom and His peace, for ourselves, 
for our children, and for our beloved Iand. 

That was surely so at the very beginning 
of our Nation, in the earliest days of our 
quest for independence and liberty. It could 
only be thus, for a people who recognized 
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God as the Author of freedom; who cher- 
ished the ancient but ever new words of 
Leviticus, “Proclaim liberty throughout all 
the land unto all the inhabitants thereof” 
and who cast those words where they 
would ring out forever, on the Liberty Bell; 
who affirmed along with Thomas Jefferson 
that the God Who gave us life gave us liber- 
ty as well. 

So did they believe, those who gathered 

in Carpenters’ Hall in Philadelphia in 1774, 
the members of the First Continental Con- 
gress. They had come together, in times 
that tried men’s souls, to deliberate in the 
united interests of America and for our 
“civil and religious liberties.” John Adams 
later wrote his wife Abigail about what fol- 
lowed: “When Congress first met, Mr. 
Cushing made a motion that it should be 
opened with prayer.” Some delegates op- 
posed the motion, citing differences in 
belief among the members; but Sam 
Adams, that bold lover of liberty and our 
country, arose to utter words of healing and 
unity. 
“I can hear the prayer,” he said, of 
anyone “of piety and virtue who is... a 
friend to his country.” He went on to sug- 
gest that a clergyman of a persuasion other 
than his own open the First Continental 
Congress with prayer. 

And so it happened. Because Sam Adams 
gave voice to all the goodness, the genius, 
and the generosity that make up the Ameri- 
can spirit, the First Continental Congress 
made its first act a prayer—the beginning 
of a great tradition. 

We have, then, a lesson from the Found- 
ers of our land, those giants of soul and 
intellect whose courageous pledge of life 
and fortune and sacred honor, and whose 
“firm reliance on the protection of Divine 
Providence,” have ever guided and inspired 
Americans and all who would fan freedom’s 
mighty flames and live in “freedom’s holy 
light.” That lesson is clear—that in the win- 
ning of freedom and in the living of life, the 
first step is prayer. 

Let us join together, Americans ll, 
throughout our land. Let us join together, 
in factories and farms, in homes and offices, 
in places of governance and places of wor- 
ship, and in outposts everywhere that serv- 
ice men and women defend us. Let us, 
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young and old, join together, as did the 
First Continental Congress, in the first 
step—humble, heartfelt prayer. Let us do so 
for the love of God and His great goodness, 
in search of His guidance and the grace of 
repentance, in seeking His blessings, His 
peace, and the resting of His kind and holy 
hands on ourselves, our Nation, our friends 
in the defense of freedom, and all mankind, 
now and always. 

By joint resolution of the Congress ap- 
proved April 17, 1952, the recognition of a 
particular day set aside each year as a Na- 
tional Day of Prayer has become a beloved 
national tradition. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim May 5, 1988, as a National 
Day of Prayer. I call upon the citizens of 
our great Nation to gather together on that 
day in homes and places of worship to pray, 
each after his or her own manner, for unity 
in the hearts of all mankind. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of February, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and twelfth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:21 a.m., February 4, 1988] 


Letter to the Congressional Leadership 
on Aid to the Nicaraguan Democratic 
Resistance 


February 3, 1988 


Dear 

On January 27, I transmitted to the Con- 
gress a request for $36.25 million in further 
assistance for the Nicaraguan democratic re- 
sistance. Our goal in Nicaragua is simple— 
peace and democracy. Our policy has con- 
sistently supported the efforts of those who 
seek democracy throughout Central Amer- 
ica and who recognize that the freedom 
fighters are essential to that process. 

Ninety percent of my request is for non- 
lethal aid, including food, clothing, medi- 
cine and transportation. The other ten per- 
cent is for ammunition and air defense mis- 


siles that would not be available for delivery 
until after March 31, 1988 pending my cer- 
tification that: 

—at the time of certification, no ceasefire 
is in place that was agreed to by the 
Government of Nicaragua and the Nic- 
araguan democratic resistance; 

—the failure to achieve such a ceasefire 
results from the lack of good faith ef- 
forts by the Government of Nicaragua 
to comply with the requirements of the 
Declaration of the Presidents of the 
Central American Nations at San Jose, 
Costa Rica on January 16, 1988; and 

—the Nicaraguan democratic resistance 
has engaged in good faith efforts to 
achieve such a ceasefire. 

As I have already stated, I would make 
that certification only after consulting per- 
sonally with the Congress and the Presi- 
dents of the four Central American democ- 
racies, and I would give considerable 
weight to their views on the question of 
whether Nicaragua has complied with the 
San Jose Declaration. 

Furthermore, in the event that I find it 
necessary to make such a certification, I will 
notify the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the President of the Senate 
of my intention to do so ten days in ad- 
vance. If the Congress adopts during that 
ten-day period a concurrent resolution stat- 
ing that the Government of Nicaragua is in 
compliance with the San Jose Declaration, 
then I will refrain voluntarily from making 
the certification, and the suspension of 
lethal aid deliveries will continue. 

I believe that this arrangement will afford 
Congress and the Executive branch the op- 
portunity to address jointly the central 
question of Sandinista compliance with the 
commitments made at the San Jose Summit. 
Accordingly, I strongly urge that the Con- 
gess give its approval to my request of Janu- 
ary 27, which in my judgment will serve to 
enhance the national security interests of 
the United States by strengthening the 
prospects for democracy in Central Amer- 
ica. 

Sincerely, Ronald R 
Note: Identical letters weve sent to Robert C. 
Byrd and Robert Dole, Majority and Minor- 
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ity Leaders of the Senate, respectively; 
Thomas S. Foley and Robert H. Michel, Ma- 
jority and Minority Leaders of the House of 
Representatives, respectively; as well as 
other Members of Congress. 


Announcement of the Establishment of 
the Council of Health Promotion and 
Disease Prevention 

February 3, 1988 


The President announced today that he 
has asked the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to establish a Council of 
Health Promotion and Disease Prevention. 
This Council will bring experts together to 
assess current health promotion and disease 
prevention activities. The Council also will 
make recommendations for better use of re- 
sources and for innovative methods to en- 
courage healthy lifestyles. 


Prevention of disease and pursuit of good 
health is a relatively untapped field of 
study. The Council’s work on health promo- 
tion and disease prevention should prove 
particularly valuable in controlling the in- 
creasing costs of health care. The adminis- 
tration appreciates the leadership of Con- 
gressman Don Ritter of Pennsylvania, who 
initiated the proposal to establish the Coun- 
cil. 


Statement by the Assistant to the 
President for Press Relations on House 
of Representatives Disapproval of Aid 
to the Nicaraguan Democratic 
Resistance 

February 3, 1988 


We are disappointed that the House of 
Representatives did not vote to keep pres- 
sure on the Sandinistas during the peace 
process. We thank our many supporters in 
Congress who worked so hard on behalf of 
this issue. We will continue consultations 
with these congressional supporters and 
others concerning the future of the resist- 
ance and the peace process. 
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Remarks at the Annual National Prayer 
Breakfast 


February 4, 1988 


You know, hearing these wonderful 
young men from Wheaton College here 
took me down memory lane a little bit, be- 
cause some years ago, before they were 
born, and possibly before some of their fa- 
thers were born—{/aughter|—I played foot- 
ball against Wheaton College. And it’s kind 
of nice that I can say here—if one of them 
asked me—it ended in a tie game. [Laugh- 
ter] 

At the risk of sounding facetious, I just 
want to say here in this room—and as has 
been so eloquently stated by the people 
who’ve spoken already—about the unique- 
ness of how all of us, from so many differ- 
ent heritages, have come together here in 
the name of that one man. I have long been 
unable to understand the atheist in this 
world of so much beauty. And I’ve had an 
unholy desire to invite some atheists to a 
dinner and then serve the most fabulous 
gourmet dinner that has ever been concoct- 
ed and, after dinner, ask them if they be- 
lieve there was a cook. [Laughter] 

But I want to thank each of you for being 
here today and for sharing with us the spir- 
itual message that God has placed in your 
hearts. God’s love shines through every 
word. His truth is the ultimate power 
source, and it’s always there. It’s available 
to ministers of the Gospel, Presidents, and 
the local grocery clerk. His comforting 
hand—well, I could never carry the respon- 
sibilities of this high office without it. 

Our forefathers drew on the wisdom and 
strength of God when they turned a vast 
wilderness into a blessed land of plenty 
called the United States of America. God 
has truly blessed this country, but we never 
should fall into the trap that would detract 
from the universality of God’s gift. It is for 
all mankind. God’s love is the hope and the 
light of the world. 

Recently a letter found its way to my 
desk, I’m pleased %o say, and in that letter 
was a copy of a prayer It was sent to me by 
a woman who had lost her husband in 
World War II. This prayer had been written 
and delivered in a shell hole during World 
War II. It read: 
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Hear me, oh God; never in the whole 
of my lifetime have I spoken to You, 
but just now I feel like sending You 
my greetings. 

You know, from childhood on, they’ve 
always told me You are not. I, like a 
fool, believed them. 

I've never contemplated your creation, 
and yet tonight, gazing up out of my 
shell hole, I marveled at the shim- 
mering stars above me and suddenly 
knew the cruelty of the lie. 

Will You, my God, reach your hand out 
to me, I wonder? But I will tell You, 
and You will understand. Is it not 
strange that light should come upon 
me and I see You amid this night of 
hell? 

There’s nothing else I have to say. This, 
though: I’m glad that I’ve learned to 
know You. 

At midnight we’re scheduled to attack. 
But You are looking on, and I am not 
afraid. 

The signal. Well, I guess I must be 
going. I have been happy with You. 

This more I want to say. As You well 
know, the fighting will be cruel, and 
even tonight I may come knocking at 
Your door. Although I have not been 
a friend to You before, still, will You 
let me enter now, when I do come? 

Why, I’m crying, oh God, my Lord. You 
see what happens to me: Tonight my 
eyes were opened. 

Farewell my God, I’m going, and I’m 
not likely to come back. Strange, is it 
not, but death I fear no longer. 


And he did not come back. This prayer 
was found on the body of a young Russian 
soldier killed in action in 1944. 

I also received some letters—five letters, 
in fact— from Russian soldiers in Afghani- 
stan who had deserted their government 
and their army. Each one of them wrote a 
letter to me and in that letter revealed 
their belief in God and. that they had de- 
serted not out of fear of battle but because 
they could not carry out the unholy orders 
that had been given them. 

And just last week, one of those five—we 
did get them out. Their plea was for sanctu- 
ary. One of those five was in my office, a 
handsome young man in his early twenties. 


And it was evident—and not only from his 
letter but from his words—when he was 
thanking me for what we had done, that he 
believed in God. And I asked him how 
much religion did he believe there was in 
his own country. And he said, well, among 
young people like myself, it is spreading 
fast. 

So, I know with all of us here, brought 
together, as we’ve been told so often this 
morning, in His name—I just thank you, 
and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. in 
the International Ballroom at the Washing- 
ton Hilton Hotel. Prior to his remarks, the 
Wheaton College Men’s Glee Club of Whea- 
ton, IL, sang two hymns. 


Statement on the House of 
Representatives Disapproval of Aid to 
the Nicaraguan Democratic Resistance 
February 4, 1988 


I am deeply disappointed by the House of 
Representatives’ vote against the adminis- 
tration’s request for additional assistance to 
those fighting for freedom and democracy 
in Nicaragua. I believe this action undercuts 
the efforts of those brave men and women 
at a critical juncture in the Central Ameri- 
can peace process. 

Yesterday’s vote was won by those who 
advance the proposition that the prospects 
for peace and democracy in Nicaragua are 
best served by removing military pressure 
from the Sandinista regime. We have a fun- 
damental difference of opinion. Whatever 
the case, the Communist regime in Mana- 
gua should not interpret the House’s action 
as a signal permitting a reversal in steps 
taken toward fulfillment of the commit- 
ments made under the Guatemala accords. 
I look forward to consulting closely with the 
Congress to determine whether the Sandi- 
nistas are making measurable and timely 
progress towards attainment of democratic 
reforms. 

Meanwhile, my commitment to peace 
and democracy in Central America is undi- 
minished. I wish to assure those struggling 
inside Nicaragua for those values we hold so 
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dear of my personal support. And in the 
days ahead, I expect to consult with con- 
gressional leaders and our friends in Central 
America as to how best to build on the 
impressive record of progress our Central 
America policy has achieved during the 
past 6 years. 


Proclamation 5768—National Tourism 
Week, 1988 


February 4, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Every year, millions of Americans and 
visitors from abroad travel throughout our 
country to see for themselves the beauty of 
our land, the hospitality of our people, and 
the record of our history. They discover the 
glory and story of America, the evidence 
and the experience of all the hard-won free- 
dom, justice, and opportunity we and our 
ancestors have cherished and preserved. 
National Tourism Week fittingly celebrates 
tourists, travelers, and those who earn their 
livelihood by serving them. 

Travel and tourism offer countless bene- 
fits for Americans and for our guests from 
other lands, including domestic friendship 
and international goodwill, enhanced com- 
munication and cooperation, and the 
chance to view and visit natural wonders of 
limitless variety, city and countryside, and 
outstanding cultural events. Our compre- 
hensive services and accommodations make 
U.S. travel and tourism the first choice of 
world travelers and the world’s best buy for 
the travel dollar. 

The travel and tourism industry, once 
small, is now our third-largest retail trade 
and second-largest employer. The travel in- 
dustry directly or indirectly supports nearly 
seven million jobs and generates some $292 
billion in receipts, or 6.4 percent of our 
gross national product. Internationally, tour- 
ism now is the largest business export 
among America’s service industries; it con- 
tributes more than $19 billion oe: to 
our balance of trade. 
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National Tourism Week reminds us not 
only of the economic, educational, and rec- 
reational benefits of travel and tourism but 
also of the warm and wide welcome that 
Americans traditionally and gladly offer to 
neighbors from near and far. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100-214, 
has designated the week beginning the 
third Sunday in May 1988 as “National 
Tourism Week” and has authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning May 
15, 1988, as National Tourism Week. I call 
upon the people of the United States to 
observe this week with appropriate ceremo- 
nies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of February, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and twelfth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:08 p.m., February 4, 1988] 


Proclamation 5769—National Women 
in Sports Day, 1988 
February 4, 1988 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The many achievements of American 
women in sports at home and abroad are 
sources of pride and inspiration for all of us. 
Whether on high school playing fields 
across our land or in Olympic arenas, 
female athletes time and again display 
qualities Americans cherish—not only great 
ability but also greatness in spirit, courage, 
and skill. 

Reflection on this record of accomplish- 
ment reminds us of the many benefits of 
women’s and girls’ sports and of the impor- 
tance of physical fitness for people of all 
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ages and abilities. True physical fitness 
helps us do our best in life, as well as in 
sports and physical activities at any level. 
Women’s sports and fitness activities also 
help develop leadership skills that can carry 
over into many other areas. Opportunities 
for female athletes of every background can 
truly touch the lives of many people for the 
better and enrich our country. The same is 
true for greater attention in schools and 
communities to physical fitness for girls; fit- 
ness research; and private, volunteer, and 
public sports programs. 

In recognition of the contributions of 
women’s sports to our country, and of the 
need for continuing advances in these 
sports, the Congress, by Senate Joint Reso- 
lution 196, has designated February 4, 
1988, as “National Women in Sports Day” 
and authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
event. 


Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim February 4, 1988, as Na- 
tional Women in Sports Day. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi- 
ties. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of February, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and twelfth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:52 a.m., February 5, 1988] 


Statement by the Assistant to the 
President for Press Relations on Senate 
Approval of Aid to the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Resistance 


February 4, 1988 


We are gratified that the Senate has af- 
firmed its belief in the freedom fighters in 
Nicaragua. This vote sends an important 
signal to the Sandinista government that 


American leaders remain concerned about 
the peace process and will be watching its 
progress very carefully. 


Nomination of Ernest C. Baynard III 
To Be an Assistant Secretary of Energy 


February 5, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Ernest C. Baynard III to 
be an Assistant Secretary of Energy (Envi- 
ronment, Safety, and Health) at the Depart- 
ment of Energy. He would succeed Mary L. 
Walker. 

Since 1986 Mr. Baynard has been of 
counsel at the law firm of Newman & Holt- 
zinger, P.C., in Washington, DC. Prior to 
this, he was Deputy General Counsel for 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion, 1984-1986, and Asscciate Solicitor for 
the Division of Surface Mining at the De- 
partment of the Interior, 1983-1984. He 
was with the law firm of Connole & O’Con- 
nell as partner, 1980-1983, and as an associ- 
ate, 1972-1980. 

Mr. Baynard graduated from Trinity Col- 
lege (B.A., 1966) and Georgetown Universi- 
ty Law Center (J.D., 1971). He was born 
August 8, 1944, in Washington, DC. He 
served in the United States Navy, 1966- 
1968. Mr. Baynard is married, has four chil- 
dren, and resides in Alexandria, VA. 


Remarks on Signing the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1987 


February 5, 1988 


Well, see how many it takes to bring 
about a happening like this. Well, welcome. 
You know, when I was a kid, my family 
used to live over the store. Sometimes I feel 
like I haven’t come all that way—only now, 
got elevators. [Laughter] 

Well, again, welcome. And I am pleased 
today to sign this bill, S. 825, the Housing 
and Community Development Act of 1987. 
This comprehensive legislation represents 
both compromise and cooperation between 
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the administration, the Senate, and the 
House. Through a concerned effort, the leg- 
islation was transformed from a _ budget 
buster that would have reversed hard-won 
housing policy reforms into a rational, cost- 
effective bill that is fiscally responsible. 

Thanks are due to many people for pro- 
ducing this compromise. In particular, Sena- 
tors like Jake Garn, Pete Domenici, Bill 
Armstrong, Phil Gramm—the Republican 
Four Horsemen—deserve our gratitude for 
holding the line when an unacceptable ver- 
sion of the legislation came before the 
Senate. Senators Alan Cranston, and Al 
D’Amato, Dick Lugar, Pete Wilson, Dave 
Karnes, plus Chairman St Germain, and 
Representatives Chalmers Wylie, Marge 
Roukema, John Hiler, and Steve Bartlett’s 
efforts were instrumental in fashioning out 
the final compromise with our administra- 
tion. 

S. 825 contains several noteworthy provi- 
sions. It makes permanent the Federal 
Housing Administration’s insuring authority. 
That means we will no longer ste tempo- 
rary suspensions of FHA mortgage pro- 
grams that benefit young families and other 
first-time buyers. 

A key feature of this housing bill is the 
permanent authorization of the housing 
voucher program that we first proposed in 
1982. The housing voucher program exem- 
plifies our commitment to community de- 
velopment through public-private partner- 
ships. Vouchers gave families the dignity of 
choice—the opportunity to choose the type 
and location of their housing and the ability 
to be near family and friends and schools 
and churches or jobs. This legislation puts 
the private market to work in supplying 
rental housing by enabling the government 
to help needy families with vouchers so 
they can afford to rent housing of their cwn 
choosing. This legislation is a big step 
toward our housing goal of a home for 
every American family. 

In just the last year, our voucher program 
has helped 100,000 low-income families find 
housing of their own choosing. We know 
flexible housing vouchers serve needy fami- 
lies better at substantially less taxpayer cost. 
And I’m also pleased that this bill author- 
izes the availability of vouchers to rural 
areas, but it’s very disappointing that the 
Congress refused to appropriate the fund- 
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ing for a rural housing voucher program 
this year. 

S. 825 provides new opportunities for 
public housing residents to take control of 
their own lives by managing or buying their 
own housing. Joining me are three of our 
national heroes of the tenant management 
movement: Kimi Gray, of the Kenilworth- 
Parkside Resident Management Corpora- 
tion here in Washington, DC; Bertha 
Gilkey, of the Cochran Tenant Manage- 
ment Corporation in St. Louis; and Mildred 
Hailey, the founder of the Tenant Manage- 
ment Movement at the Bromley-Heath 
Tenant Management Corporation in Boston. 
And they remind us that ownership or con- 
trol of one’s own residence should be an 
opportunity for every citizen. 

S. 825 provides training and technical 
support for the establishment of new resi- 
dent management groups and allows them 
to reinvest savings from resident manage- 
ment to establish small business enterprises. 
The resident management enterprises of 
low-income residents have effectively com- 
batted crime and poverty and created new 
pride through self-management in cities 
around the country. 

This bill also adopts our proposal for mod- 
ernization of public housing and gives us 
new tools to combat fraud and abuse in 
housing and FHA insurance programs. It 
also includes authority for the designation 
of enterprise zones—part of an initiative 
that we proposed in 1981. 

I’m also gratified by another provision of 
this bill which authorizes HUD to find local, 
private organizations that are working to 
end housing discrimination. Too often—one 
case is too many—families and individuals 
seeking to buy or rent homes still confront 
bigotry and discrimination. Well, the fair 
housing initiative program section of this 
bill will help ensure that such racism will 
not be tolerated. 

Special thanks to Sam Pierce for leading 
the 3-year fight for this program. Secretary 
{of Housing and Urban Development] 
Pierce has been one of the unsung heroes 
of our administration. His loyalty and hard 
work, his good sense and commitment can 
be seen in this bill. Few others could have 
brought such divergent forces together as 
Secretary Pierce, and he deserves our ap- 
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preciation and applause. Thank you, Sam. 
[Applause] 

Well now, this housing bill also makes 
some progress in eliminating ineffective 
programs, such as the Solar Energy Bank, 
the Rental Housing Development Grant, 
and the section 235 subsidy programs. As 
we work together to reduce the Federal 
deficit, we need to assure the American 
people that their tax dollars are being used 
to meet critical housing and community de- 
velopment needs in a cost-effective way. 

There are, of course, a number of provi- 
sions in this bill that the administration did 
not support. Previously enacted cost-saving 
reforms were eroded, and provisions man- 
dating unnecessary cost increases were in- 
cluded. The rights of landlords and owners 
and the Government’s ability to wisely 
manage subsidized projects are excessively 
restricted. In the spirit of cooperation, the 
administration will work with Congress to 
see if we can correct these features of the 
bill. 

But on balance, this is a sound compro- 
mise. This bill helps keep a lid on new 
spending while preserving our key housing 
reforms. It also includes features that will 
help ensure that our country can efficiently 
and effectively meet the challenge of Amer- 
ica’s changing housing needs. 

In an earlier day, American pioneers 
would gather together and help newcomers 
build their homes. That same spirit of good 
will and cooperation is what made the pas- 
sage of this bill possible. And now I'll sign 
it, which is the easiest part of the process. 
[Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 11:57 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
S. 825, approved February 5, was assigned 
Public Law No. 100-242. 


Nomination of Paul Freedenberg To Be 
an Under Secretary of Commerce 


February 5, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Paul Freedenberg to be 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Export 


Administration at the Department of Com- 
merce. This is a new position. 

Since 1987 he has been Acting Under 
Secretary for Export Administration. Prior 
to this Mr. Freedenberg was Assistant Sec- 
retary of Commerce for Trade Administra- 
tion, 1985-1987. He was staff director for 
the Subcommittee on International Finance 
and Monetary Policy for the United States 
Senate Banking Committee, 1981-1985; mi- 
nority counsel to the International Finance 
Subcommittee, 1979-1981; and minority 
professional staff for the U.S. Senate Bank- 
ing Committee, 1977-1979. 

Mr. Freedenberg graduated from the 
University of Illinois (B.A., 1965) and the 
University of Chicago (Ph.D., 1972). He was 
born February 17, 1943, in Chicago, IL. He 
is married, has two children, and resides in 
Potomac, MD. 


Nomination of Mark E. Buchman To 
Be President of the Government 
National Mortgage Association 


February 5, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Mark E. Buchman to be 
president of the Government National 
Mortgage Association at the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. He 
would succeed Glenn R. Wilson, Jr. 

Since 1982 Mr. Buchman has been execu- 
tive vice president and corporate banking 
division manager of Union Bank in Los An- 
geles, CA. Prior to this he was with Manu- 
facturers Hanover Trust Co. in various ca- 
pacities from 1962 to 1982: senior vice 
president and deputy general manager of 
the international division, 1980-1982; senior 
vice president, 1977-1980; various interna- 
tional positions, 1971-1977; Far Eastern 
representative in Tokyo, Japan, 1966-1971; 
and junior officer, 1962-1966. 

Mr. Buchman graduated from University 
of Pennsylvania, (B.S., 1959). He served in 
the United States Navy, 1959-1962. He was 
born June 19, 1937, in Caldwell, NJ. He is 
married, has two children, and resides in 
Los Angeles, CA. 
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Nomination of Richard C. Crawford To 
Be a Member of the Board of Trustees 
of the Harry S. Truman Scholarship 
Foundation 


February 5, 1988 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Richard C. Crawford to be 
a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation 
for a term expiring December 10, 1993. He 
would succeed Robert Michael Isaac. 

Since 1986 Mr. Crawford has been mayor 
of the city of Tulsa in Oklahoma. Prior to 
this, he was portfolio manager for Fourth 
Investment Advisors in Tulsa and Director 
of Personnel at the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board. 

Mr. Crawford graduated from Ohio State 
University (B.S., 1959) and served in the 
United States Army. He was born Decem- 
ber 9, 1933, in Columbus, OH. He is mar- 
ried, has two children, and resides in Tulsa. 


Remarks During the President’s 77th 
Birthday Celebration 


February 5, 1988 


The President. And I used to think I 
wanted an Oscar. [Laughter] Oh, believe it 
or not, I am speechless. [Laughter] Oh, I 
knew that she got away with making the 
deal with the Soviets for the arms thing and 
so forth—{laughter|—but I never believed 
that she could accomplish anything like this. 
[Laughter] Incidently, when was it that you 
were doing all that stuff with the Russians 
that I read about? [Laughter] 

Well, all of you here—and to think that I 
kept trying to get Howard [Baker] to drop 
the packages and let me bring them over 
here. I didn’t know why he was going to. all 
that trouble. [Laughter] But, yes, it was a 
surprise, but I don’t know of a happier sur- 
prise—all of you here, so many of you so 
dear to both of us. And I couldn’t have 
imagined this in my wildest times. A matter 
of fact, I had it figured that we’d be just 
about getting into the helicopter now to go 
to Camp David, and I’m glad we’re not. 

But I don’t know how to thank you, and 
Marvin—a song of my very own. [Laughter] 
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Mr. Hamlisch. That’s yours. 

The President. I’ve got to take singing 
lessons. [Laughter] But thank you all very 
much for all that you’ve done. 

Mr. Hamlisch. We're all going to now 
sing one song that I didn’t write, but I think 
it’s the appropriate song. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:54 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. Prior to 
the President’s remarks, Marvin Hamlisch, 
accompanied by members of the Army 
Band and singer Donna Marie Elio, per- 
formed a song he had written entitled “He’s 
Our Man (The Ronald Reagan March)” and 
presented a framed copy of the score to the 
President. At the conclusion of Mr. Ham- 
lisch’s remarks, the guests sang “Happy 
Birthday.” 


Remarks During the White House 
Staff's Celebration of the President’s 
77th Birthday 


February 5, 1988 


Senator Baker. Mr. President and ladies 
and gentlemen: Mr. President, if you are 
truly surprised—{laughter|—after 77 of 
these happy occasions, your acting skills 
have lost none of their luster. [Laughter] 

But surprise or not, on behalf of everyone 
here, your administration, your staff, your 
political party, and your friends from all 
over the country, we wish you happy birth- 
day, Mr. President. 

And, Mr. President and Mrs. Reagan, as 
you know, there are two people who’ve 
worked especially hard to recognize your 
birthday in this unique way. One of them, 
the First Lady, is on my left, and the other 
is Marvin Hamlisch. And Marvin, Mr. Presi- 
dent, has composed a march in honor of 
your birthday, and it’s entitled “The Ronald 
Reagan March,” And the United States 
Marine Corps Band is ready to let us all 
hear how it sounds now. 

Now, Mr. President, I thought you’d like 
to know that, now that you’ve got a march 
of your very own, we’ve taken steps to have 
a circuit installed to Capitol Hill, and any 
time you think you need to expand your 
presence in that place, all you have to do is 





touch a switch in the Oval Office and the 
Capitol Building will be regaled with the 
Ronald Reagan March. [Laughter] 

And now, Mr. President, to go along with 
the march, we have here something else for 
you. We have a gift certificate, which has 
been prepared by your staff and which I’d 
like to read. It says, “Gift certificate pre- 
sented to President Ronald Reagan, re- 
deemable for 1988, the best of 8, from 
every member of your administration, and 
expires on January 20th, 1989.” Happy 
Birthday! 

The President. Well, believe it or not, I 
am speechless. For the last few hours, I 
have been surprised as I’ve never been sur- 
prised before. I came over here to have a 
hasty lunch and get into my Camp David 
clothes with Nancy and found myself at a 
luncheon party inside the State Dining 
Room with a great many friends there. And 
I think you ought to know—when I think of 
how long it took the whole Government 
here to come up with a budget this year— 
Marvin Hamlisch wrote that march in a 
week. [Laughter] 

But to all of you, I can’t tell you how— 
yes, I am surprised, and anyone is a cynic 
who doesn’t think that I am—{laughter|— 
because I just thought that, well, yes, every- 
body was being very nice. And Howard 
helped me over here with a few presents 
that had been delivered in the office, and I 
thought he was going out of his way to be 
nice. Didn’t know he’d been invited to the 
lunch, because I didn’t know there was a 
lunch. [Laughter] 

But to all of you, also, can you imagine 
what this means. There are more of you 
here than there lived in the town where I 
was born. [Laughter] There isn’t any way to 
express it. And you know something: It ain’t 
bad having another birthday, even at this 
stage. [Laughter] 

Here I am, 39 years old. [Laughter] I’ve 
been that old 39 times now. [Laughter] And 
I wouldn’t mind going another 39. 

But to all of you all I can say is just thank 
you all. God bless you all. 


Note: The celebration began at 3:05 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House, prior 
to the President’s departure for a weekend 
stay at Camp David, MD. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the ice of the 
Press Secretary and not incl: elsewhere 
in this issue. 





January 30 

In the evening, the President attended 
the Alfalfa Club dinner at the Capital 
Hilton Hotel. 


February I 

The President 

with: 

—the Vice President; Howard H. Baker, 
Jr., Chief of Staff to the President; and 
Colin L. Powell, Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for National Security Affairs; 

—members of the White House staff, for 
the issues briefing luncheon; 

—Secretary of Defense Frank C. Carlucci. 

The President announced his intention to 

appoint the following individuals to be 

members of the National Advisory Council 

on Indian Education: : 

For a term expiring September 29, 1989: 

Omar J. Lane, of Wyoming. He would succeed 
Evalu Ware Russell. Since 1986 Mr. Lane has 


been president of Prime Industries Internation- 
al in Lander, WY. 


For a term expiring September 29, 1990: 
W.L. (Buck) Martin, of Wisconsin. This is a reap- 
pointment. Since 1986 Mr. Martin has been 


intergovernmental affairs adviser for the office 
of the Governor in Madison, WI. 


February 2 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Howard H. Baker, Jr., Chief of Staff to 
the President, and Colin L. Powell, As- 
sistant to the President for National Se- 
curity Affairs; 

—Members of Congress; 

—Charles S. Robb, former Governor of 
Virginia; 

—Members of Congress. 

In the evening, the President attended 

the Republican Eagles dinner at the Capital 
Hilton Hotel. 


— 4 
meet 


at the White House 
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February 3 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Howard H. Baker, Jr., Chief of Staff to 
the President, and Colin L. Powell, As- 
sistant to the President for National Se- 
curity Affairs; 

—Secretary of State George P. Shultz. 


February 4 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Howard H. Baker, Jr., Chief of Staff to 
the President, and Colin L. Powell, As- 
sistant to the President for National Se- 
curity Affairs; 

—Members of Congress; 

—representatives of the Women’s Sports 
Foundation. 


February 5 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Howard H. Baker, Jr., Chief of Staff to 
the President, and Colin L. Powell, As- 
sistant to the President for National Se- 
curity Affairs; 

—the 1988 class of the U.S. Senate Youth 
Program; 

—Warren E. Burger, former Chief Justice 
of the U.S. Supreme Court, to receive a 
bust of Benjamin Franklin. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in areas of California as a result 
of severe storms and flooding that began on 
January 17. He directed the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency to provide 
funds to supplement State and local recov- 
ery efforts. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate the following individuals to be 
members of the Supplemental Health Insur- 
ance Panel: 


Lewis R. Crist, of Missouri. Since 1986 he has 
been director of insurance for the State of Mis- 
souri in Jefferson City. 

John S. Greeno, of Alabama. Since 1987 he has 
been commissioner of insurance for the depart- 
ment of insurance in Montgomery, AL. 

In the afternoon, the President left the 

White House for a weekend stay at Camp 

David, MD. 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted February 2 


George M. Marovich, 

of Illinois, to be United States District Judge 
for the Northern District of Illinois, vice 
Susan C. Getzendanner, resigned. 


Bernard A. Friedman, 

of Michigan, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan, 
vice Robert E. DeMascio, retired. 


Emilio M. Garza, 

of Texas, to be United States District Judge 
for the Western District of Texas, vice Wil- 
liam S. Sessions, resigned. 


Nanette Fabray MacDougall, 

of California, to be a member of the Nation- 
al Council on the Handicapped for a term 
expiring September 17, 1990 (reappoint- 
ment). 


Thomas J. Simon, 

of Virginia, to be a member of the Railroad 
Retirement Board for the term of 5 years 
from August 29, 1987, vice Robert A. 
Gielow, term expired. 


Withdrawn February 2 


Robert N. Miller, 

of Colorado, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Colorado, vice a 
new position created by P.L. 98-353, ap- 
proved July 10, 1984, which was sent to the 
Senate on February 5, 1987. 


Submitted February 5 


Deborah J. Daniels, 

of Indiana, to be United States Attorney for 
the Southern District of Indiana for the 
term of 4 years, vice John D. Tinder, re- 
signed. 





Nominations—Continued 
Submitted February 5—Continued 


Grover W. Garrison, 

of Louisiana, to be United States Marshal 
for the Middle District of Louisiana for the 
term of 4 years, vice James L. Meyers, re- 
tired. 


Frances Mathews, 

of Colorado, to be a member of the Nation- 
al Advisory Council on Educational Re- 
search and Improvement for a term expir- 
ing September 30, 1990, vice Elaine Y. 
Schadler, term expired. 


Howard W. Cannon, 

of Nevada, to be a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Barry Goldwater Scholar- 
ship and Excellence in Education Founda- 
tion for a term of 4 years (new position). 
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District of Michigan 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Emilio M. Garza to be 
United States District Judge for the West- 
ern District of Texas 
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Checklist—Continued 
Released February 2—Continued 


Announcement: 

Nomination of George M. Marovich to be 
United States District Judge for the North- 
ern District of Illinois 


Released February 4 


Announcement: 
Nomination of Grover W. Garrison to be 
United States Marshal for the Middle Dis- 
trict of Louisiana 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Deborah J. Daniels to be 
United States Attorney for the Southern 
District of Indiana 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: With the signing of the last bill listed 
below, the President completed his consider- 
ation of acts and joint resolutions passed 
during the first session of the 100th Con- 
gress. 





Approved February 3 


H.R. 278 / Public Law 100-241 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Amendments of 1987 


Approved February 5 


Act 


S. 825 / Public Law 100-242 
Housing and Community Development Act 
of 1987 
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Justice Department, Assistant Attorney General 
(Land and Natural Resources Division}—6 
National Advisory Council on Educational Re- 
search and improvement, member—52 
National Council on the Handicapped, 
member—140 
National Labor Relations Board, Chairman—10 
President’s Council on Physical Fitness and 
Sports, Chairman and member—140 
Smithsonian Institution, John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts, Board of 
Trustees, member—30 
State Department 
Ambassadors 
Equatorial Guinea—69 
Portugal—54 
Assistant Secretary (Economic and Business 
Affairs)—70 
Supplemental Health Insurance Panel, mem- 
bers—70, 124 
U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, 
Director—9 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council, member—38 
U.S. International Development Cooperation 
Agency, Overseas Private Investment Corpo- 
ration, Board of Directors, member—84 
US. International Trade Commission, 
member—55 
White House Office 
Associate Counsels to the President—11, 12 
Special Assistants to the President for Public 
Liaison—11 


Bill Signings 


See also Acts Approved at end of each issue 

Agricultural Credit Act of 1987, remarks—7 

Computer Security Act of 1987, statement—10 

Federal employees’ retirement systems techni- 
cal corrections, statement—10 





Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1988 


Communications to Congress 


Cyprus situation, letter—71 

Generalized System of Preferences amend- 
ments, message—147 

— effect research project, message— 
1 

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Force treaty, mes- 
sage—83 

International Convention on Load Lines, mes- 
sage—122 

Legislative and administrative policies, mes- 
sage—91 

Libya, economic sanctions under the U.S. na- 
tional emergency, letter—28 

National security of the U.S. report, letter—55 

Nicaragua, U.S. aid to the democratic resist- 

ance 

Letter and determination—53 
Message—129 


Executive Orders 
Federal programs, integrity and efficiency— 
133 
Nicaraguan democratic resistance, U.S. assist- 
ance—9 


President’s Foreign Intelligence 
Board, membership—9 


Findings by the President 
Alaska natural gas—30 
Interviews With the News Media 


Al Ahram of Egypt—134 

Mainichi Shimbun of Japan—65 

White House press corps, Vice President 
Bush—122 


Joint Statements 
Japan—34 
Presidential Determinations 


Nicaragua, U.S. aid to the democratic resist- 
ance—53 


Advisory 


Proclamations 


American Heart Month—70 

American Red Cross Month—143 

Martin Luther King, Jr., Day—27 
National Challenger Center Day—141 
National Sanctity of Human Life Day—40 


Radio Addresses 


See also Addresses to the Nation 
Canada-U.S. free trade agreement—15 
Challenges faced by America in 1988—81 
Drug abuse—47 

Political issues of 1988—3 


Resignations and Retirements 
US. circuit judge—38 
Statements by the President 


See also Bill Signings; Resignations and Retiie- 
ments 

Canada-U.S. free trade agreement—4 

Presidential Task Force on Market Mechanisms 
report—12 

Soviet Union, nuclear and space arms negotia- 
tions—36 

Supreme Court of the U.S., Senate Judiciary 
Committee vote on Anthony M. Kennedy— 
129 


Statements Other Than Presidential 


See also Checklist at end of each issue; Resigna- 
tions and Retirements 

Canada-U.S. agreement on the Arctic—25 

Central American peace process—51 

Emissions control technologies development— 
82 

Generalized System of Preferences amend- 
ments—147 

Intermediate—Range Nuclear Force treaty—83 

Nicaragua, U.S. aid to the democratic resist- 
ance—54, 132 

Nuclear and space arms negotiations—72 

Pakistan, continuation of U.S. aid—44 
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